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power of nuclear weapons. While we all cele-
brate the creation of the State of Israel, an
amazing country | was able to visit last year
and witness the incredible things the lIsraelis
have done with such a small country sur-
rounded by hostile neighbors, we know that
the concentration of the Jewish people in their
own State leaves them vulnerable if a nuclear
weapon fell into the hands of an entity wishing
to bring the destruction the Nazis brought. And
we unfortunately know such entities exist.

Therefore we must remember the tragedy of
the Holocaust and do everything in our power
to ensure no tragedy of this magnitude will
ever occur again. This means continuing to
educate people, promoting tolerance, and vigi-
lantly checking the power of those forces who
would wish to revisit the horror of the Holo-
caust.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today along with my colleague,
LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor the life and memory
of Hugh Codding, who helped shape and de-
fine Sonoma County over the course of the 92
years he was with us. He was a legend in his
lifetime; a home builder, commercial devel-
oper, banker, city councilman, civic leader and
philanthropist, who during the construction
boom years of the 1950s and ’60s, changed
the face of the county forever.

He built his first home in the 1930s and
honed construction skills in the Seabees in
World War Il and brought those skills home
with him. He leveraged his $400 discharge
pay into a construction project and with profits
earned from that endeavor and a small bank
loan, he built one of the first shopping centers
in the state, the first of several he would even-
tually build in the county.

As much as he was a builder and devel-
oper, he was also a showman. He earned
Time magazine’s designation as the wunder-
kind of the post-war boom by building an en-
tire house in three hours and 18 minutes and
a church in five hours and 16 minutes.

He gave back generously to his community,
helping fund and sustain both the Luther Bur-
bank (now Wells Fargo) Center for the Arts in
Santa Rosa and the Spreckels Performing
Arts Center in Rohnert Park. There was
scarcely a non-profit organization in the county
that did not experience his generosity, whether
it was the 4—H Club, the Earl Baum Center for
the Blind, the Santa Rosa Junior College
Foundation, the Sonoma County Community
Foundation, the Children’s Health Network,
Artstart, the Southwest Community Health
Clinic, Planned Parenthood, the Blood Bank of
the Redwoods, the Green Music Center,
Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, the Jewish
Community Free Clinic, the Council on Aging,
the Sonoma County Museum or the Boys and
Girls Club of Santa Rosa, and many more.

He is survived by his wife Connie; former
wife Elizabeth Mulkey; son George David
Codding; granddaughters Alexis Codding, Lois
Codding, Lisa Codding Chodrick and Terra
Saxton and his stepchildren Brian Baker,
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Pamela Reed, Lisa Malapit, Melinda Bailey,
and Bradley Baker.

Madam Speaker, Hugh Codding was an in-
fluential and respected resident of Sonoma
County who will be greatly missed. It is there-
fore appropriate that we acknowledge him
today and honor his memory.
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Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Major Jon. M. Lauder and
his dedicated service to this great Nation.

After graduating from the Virginia Military In-
stitute with a degree in Civil Engineering in
1994, he has served on active duty with the
United States Marine Corps. He proudly
served two combat tours in Iraq, including the
initial assault into Iraq in 2003 as part of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. After a combat tour in
Eastern Afghanistan as a part of Operation
Enduring Freedom, Major Lauder served as a
U.S. military observer in Israel during the sum-
mer of 2006 during the Israeli-Hezbollah war.
He is currently the Commanding Officer for the
Marcie Corps Recruiting Station in Dallas,
Texas.

On May 14, 2010, Major Lauder will be turn-
ing over his command and will move to Wash-
ington, D.C. for his new assignment at the
Pentagon. It has been my distinct honor and
pleasure to work with him. | proudly call him
my friend and know that Major Lauder’s dedi-
cated service has made our Nation a safer
and better place.

Madam Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in expressing our heartfelt
gratitude to Major Lauder. | wish him and his
family all the best.

————
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Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, mere words do
not begin to do justice to the life, legacy and
transcendent accomplishments of the Rev. Dr.
Claude S. Wyatt, Jr., co-founder of The
Vernon Park Church of God in Chicago, llli-
nois. Rev. Wyatt’s life in this world came to an
end at the age of 86. Rev. Wyatt, founder
emeritus of the Vernon Park Church of God,
9011 S. Stony Island, died Sunday morning,
April 11, 2010, at his South Side home.

He left in his wake thousands of people
from all walks of life who will forever remem-
ber his love for the Lord, his large and loving
family, including his beloved wife of 70 years,
the Rev. Dr. Addie Lorraine Wyatt, as well as
men, women and young people from all walks
of life, including me. In ways big and small, |
learned from Rev. Wyatt important lessons in
life. | am proud to count myself among those
scattered throughout this country who, right
now, are grieving the loss of his life but who,
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at the same time, are rejoicing in the Lord in
whose arms he now has eternal peace and
comfort.

While today’s young people are reveling in
the fruits of what many call the “Joshua Gen-
eration,” there would be no ‘Joshuas’ without
the wisdom, guidance and front line courage
of those Moses figures, like Dr. Wyatt, who
stood side by side with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., campaigned for the release of Nelson
Mandela and a free South Africa, or who
worked alongside some of this nation’s great-
est labor leaders, like César Chavez. To-
gether, men and women of unheralded stature
successfully created a culture, in this nation,
that values the labor of low-income and work-
ing class families by, at the very least, recog-
nizing the merit of paying them a decent, min-
imum living wage for a hard day’s work. |
could go on and on about the things that Rev.
Wyatt and his amazing wife Addie have done
to create the nation we live in today, but | offer
these thoughts for future generations to read,
revel in and, hopefully, rejoice!

Rev. Wyatt was born November 14, 1921 in
Terrell, Texas. He was the second of five chil-
dren. A young Claude Wyatt first came to Chi-
cago at the age of six. Rev. Wyatt fought hon-
orably as part of a still, segregated Navy, dur-
ing WWII, from which he was honorably dis-
charged. And, prior to becoming a pastor,
Rev. Wyatt worked as a clerk at the Hyde
Park Post office, at 46th and Cottage Grove,
part of my congressional district, for more than
20 years.

Rev. Wyatt was married to his wife, Addie,
since 1940. Shortly after they joined their lives
together, the couple became involved with the
ministry and civil rights campaign of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Rev. Wyatt marched with Dr.
King in the famous Selma to Montgomery
march to secure voting rights on March 7,
1965. In the midst of that infamous day in Ala-
bama, now forever known as Bloody Sunday
when 600 civil rights marchers were beaten
and brutalized by the police, Dr. Wyatt was
there. In fact, it was his job to coordinate min-
isters and recruit workers to join Dr. King on
that day—a day that, in so many ways, helped
make our nation a better place.

Over the years, with the loving support of
his wife Addie, who also served side-by-side
with him in his ministry, the church they found-
ed together grew to become a powerful, lead-
ing voice for labor and for human rights.

In her husband’s loving embrace, his sup-
port encouraged her to assume the mantle of
national leadership in her own right. The Rev.
Dr. Addie Wyatt became a labor adviser to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). The Wyatts
also worked with Rev. Jesse Jackson in help-
ing to launch Operation Breadbasket when, in
1962, it distributed food to underprivileged
people in 12 American cities.

His son, Claude Wyatt Ill, said the Lord
called his father into the ministry in 1952 and,
in 1955, he founded the Vernon Park Church
of God where he, initially, began holding serv-
ices in a garage at 93rd Street between Indi-
ana and Prairie. God called Claude and Addie
Wyatt to carry a message of salvation and
hope to a small but spirit-filled group of peo-
ple. Together, they worshipped under the
name of the Mount Zion Baptist Church.
Under their leadership, the church was con-
verted to the Church of God Reformation and,
because of its location, was eventually named
the Vernon Park Church of God.
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